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the strength of journalism shall be broken by the sacrifice of the three or four millions gained by the " timbre," and the liberation of the newspapers from duty. Then, instead of twelve newspapers, which are stronger than the seven ministers—for they upset the Government, and cannot be themselves suppressed—there will be a hundred, and the number will neutralise their power, so that they will become of no account politically.
Balzac had no chance at Fougeres, where a rich proprietor of the neighbourhood was chosen as deputy, and no doubt M. de Pommereul advised him not to proceed further in the matter. However, with his usual tenacity, he wrote in September to M. Henri Berthoud, manager of the G-azette de Cambrai, who wanted to collaborate with the Revue de Pans, promising to further his wishes by all the means in his power, if M. Berthoud would, on his part, support his candidature at Cambrai. At the same time, he determined to try Angoul§me, where he sometimes went to stay with a relation, M. Grand-Besan^on, and had met a M. Berges, chief of the Government preparatory school, who was much struck by his talent, and promised to help him. In June, 1831, he wrote to Madame Carraud,* who took much interest in his political aspirations, and sent her three copies of the Manifesto for distribution. He told her that he was working day and night to become deputy, was going out into society for this purpose ; and was so overwhelmed
* 'f Correspondance/' vol. i. p. 118.
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